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Foreword 

The Central American Maritime Transport Commission (COCATRAM) is pleased to present 
to the maritime port community of the Central American isthmus this Summary of Maritime 
Port Statistics for 2010 as a tool for support in decision-making and research in the 
subsector.  

This Statistical Summary is structured in two parts, the first with three sections: Cargo, 
Vessels, and Containers that briefly take up the main aspects of port performance in the 
Central American region in 2010. The second part contains the annexes with statistical 
tables that consolidate the regional information.  

The main sources of information are the Port Companies and Authorities of the region that 
compile national port statistics through the members of the Central American Network of 
Maritime Port Statistics that has functioned since 2000, coordinated by COCATRAM.  

Information is presented from the 40 ports for international service operated by State and 
private companies in Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and Panama. 
The three sections making up the first part of the Summary present in a general and 
commented manner the information related to cargo, vessels, and container traffic in 
relation to the ports, countries, total volume of foreign trade, type of handling, origin and 
destination of the cargo by port and geographic region, type of vessel, and container size, 
among others. 

Cargo volumes reflected in the origin and destination information, described in this 
summary does not include transshipment cargo movements. 

COCATRAM, together with the port companies and authorities of the Central American 
isthmus, has maintained its commitment to publishing this document, completely aware of 
its great importance.  
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Conventional Signs 
-   :  Data not applicable  

é    :  Information not available  

0    :  Figure did not reach the first expressed unit  

Acronyms  
C    :  Caribbean Seaboard  

C.C.T .    :  Colon Container Terminal  

COCATRAM   :  Central American Commission of Maritime Transport.  

C.P.T.    : Colon Port Terminal  

CACM    :  Central American Common Marked  

MIT    :  Manzanillo International Terminal  

PATSA    :  Petro America Terminal S.A  

PPC    :  Panama Port Cristobal  

PPB   :  Panama Port Balboa  

P    :  Pacific Seaboard  

PSA   : Panama International Terminal 

SANTOCAS  : Santo Tomas de Castilla 

TEU   :  Twenty-Foot Equivalent Unit 

Tm    :  Metric Ton   
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1. Cargo movement  

1.1 Cargo handled by country and 

port  

 In Central America, the cargo port movement in 2012 

increased by  12.05% over the year before, reaching a total 

of 130,381.12 thousand MT. The increase was mainly in 

Panama, Honduras, and Nicaragua: 19.68%, 7.58%, and 

6.22%, respectively. Costa Rica and Guatemala also had 

increases (3.41% and 0.90%) while El Salvador had a 

decrease of 0.70%. 

There were 76,173.92 thousand MT offloaded, or 58.42% 

of total cargo movement, and 54,207.20 thousand MT loaded, or 41.58%. Both offloading and loading 

increased over the previous year: 11.06% and 13.48%, respectively. 

 

Table 1: Cargo handled in ports by country (Thousands of MT) , 2011-2012  

Country/Year 2011 
Distribution 

% 2011 
2012 

Distribution 

% 2012 

Difference  % 

2011 - 2012 

 Guatemala   18,301.25 15.73 18,466.64  14.16 0.90 

 El Salvador  5,847.54  5.03 5,806.51  4.45 -0.70 

 Honduras  12,136.68  10.43 13,056.94  10.01 7.58 

 Nicaragua  3,437.74  2.95 3,651.46  2.80 6.22 

 Costa Rica  14,207.36  12.21 14,691.28  11.27 3.41 

 CACM  53,930.57  46.35 55,672.87  42.70 3.23 

 Panama  62,425.13  53.65 74,708.25  57.30 19.68 

 Central 

Aamerican  
116,355.70  100.00 130,381.12  100.00 12.05 

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama 

Looking at total cargo movement by seaboard, the Caribbean saw the movement of 68,906.22 thousand 

MT or 52.85%, and of this, 58.65% was unloaded and 41.35% was loaded. The Pacific had a total of 

61,474.90 thousand MT or 47.15% of the total and of that, 58.17% was unloaded and 41.83% was loaded. 

The charts below show cargo volumes on both seaboards and the breakdown between unloaded and 

loaded in 2012. 

Offloaded
58.42%

Loaded
41.58%

Central America: Cargo offloaded and 
loaded, (percentages), year 2012

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime 
Authority of Panama
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The distribution of cargo by country during 

the period did not vary much. Guatemala 

had 15.73% in 2011 and 14.16% in 2012. 

El Salvador went from 5.03% to 4.45%, 

41.46 thousand MT less tons than in 2011. 

Honduras went from 10.43% in 2011 to 

10.01% in 2012 and Nicaragua went from 

2.95% to 2.80%. Costa Rica went from 

12.21% in 2011 to 11.27% in 2012, while 

Panama increased from 53.65% in 2011 to 

57.30% in 2012, increasing its share of 

cargo movement in Central America even 

more. 

Guatemala  

In 2012, it mobilized 18,466.61 thousand MT, which indicates a slowdown in its rate of growth from 8.4% 

in 2011 to 0.9% in 2012. Cargo distribution by seaboard continued with the same trend as the previous 

year with the Pacific ports handling 55.5% of the cargo and 44.5% was handled on the Caribbean side. 

Offloading represented 60.9% of the countryôs total cargo and loading represented 39.1%. 

The port with the most growth this year was Santo Tomas de Castilla with 4.68% growth compared to 

2011. The ports of Quetzal and Barrios also had increases of 1.33% and 4.94%, respectively, while the 

Buoys of San José Terminal had a drop of 15.48%. Quetzal absorbed 46.00% of total cargo movement, 

equivalent to 8,494.61 thousand MT. Santo Tomas de Castilla had 29.75%, equivalent to 5,494.57 

thousand MT while Barrios had 14.78% and Buoys of San José had 9.47%. 

El Salvador  

In 2012, 5,806.55 thousand MT of cargo moved through El Salvador with offloading representing 79.35% 

of the total. The main port at Acajutla had 68.16% of the countryôs total cargo movement, 4.62% less than 

in 2011. Cargo volume at the Alba Petróleo, Sinergias RASA Buoy Terminal represented 27.6% while La 

Unión and Corsain each had 2% of the cargo. Corsain grew compared to 2011 by 140.71%. 

 

  

40,414.49 
58.7%

28,491.73 
41.3%

68,906.22 
58.8%

Caribbean

Offloaded Loaded Total

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of 
Panama

Caribbean Seaboard: Mobilized Cargo ports, 
(Thousands of tons), Year 2012

35,759.43 
29.08%

25,715.47 
20.92%

61,474.90 
50.00%Pacific

Pacific seaboard:  Mobilized Cargo ports, 
(Thousands of tons), Year 2012

Offloaded Loaded Total

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of 
Panama

Guatemala
18,467 
14.16%El Salvador

5,807 
4.45%

Honduras
13,057 
10.01%

Nicaragua
3,651 
2.80%

Costa Rica
14,691  
11.27%

Panama
74,708 
57.30%

Chart No. 1. Percentage of cargo handled by country
(Thousands of MT and Percentages), Year 2012

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama
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Honduras 

Compared to 2011, it saw growth of 7.58% with 920.26 thousand MT more than the previous year for a 

total of 13,056.94 thousand MT in 2012. 56.88% was unloaded and 43.12% was loaded. On the 

Caribbean seaboard was mobilized 81.7% and 18.3% was moved on the Pacific. 

The Port of Cortes had 73.20% of the countryôs total with growth of 2.08% over 2011, while San Lorenzo 

had a 44.68% increase over 2011 and represented 18.29% of the total. Castilla had a 4.55% increase in 

cargo handling while Tela had 16.86% less. 

Nicaragua  

Nicaragua continued with increased cargo handling as it did last year; with a growth rate of 6.22% for a 

total of 3.650.46 thousand MT in 2012. Unloading represented 78.96% and loading 21.04%. The Pacific 

seaboard had 97.9% of the cargo handling. 

The ports of Corinto, Arlen Siu, and Puerto Cabezas had increased cargo handling (10.84%, 9.54%, and 

8.33%, respectively), while Sandino and El Bluff had decreases from 2011 of 5.19% and 28.79%, 

respectively. 

Costa Rica  

In 2012, Costa Rica mobilized 14,691.28 thousand MT for an increase of 3.41% compared to 2011. 

Unloading represented 53.95% and loading 46.05%. 

LimónïMoín mobilized 70.28% for an increase of 3.3% over the previous period. Caldera had 26.83% of 

the cargo for an increase of 1.25%. Golfito, Punta Morales, the Fertica Terminal, and Quepos had 

increases in cargo handling of 53.67%, 3.03%, 47.85%, and 11.31%, respectively. Puntarenas handled 

43.53% less cargo than in 2011. 

Panamá  

In 2012, Panama handled 19.68% more cargo than the year before, mobilizing 74,708.25 thousand MT, of 

which 56.34% was offloaded and 43.66% loaded. Its Caribbean ports handled 53% and the Pacific ports 

47%. 

The ports of PPB, MIT, Chiriquí Grande, Charco Azul and CCT represented 85.59% of the total, as they 

did last year. PPB and MIT led in cargo movement with 13,982.74 and 11,492.29 thousand MT, 

respectively, while PPC which last year was in third place in the country, dropped to 5th place after having 

a 21.83% reduction in cargo movement, displaced by Chiriquí Grande which had a 150.96% increase. 

Charco Azul also had a major increase 140.87%. 



  Central American Port  Statiscal Summary, Year 2012 

 

5 
Central American Commission on Maritime Transport (COCATRAM) 

Chart No.2. Central American Isthmus: Cargo handled by port,  (Thousands of MT), Year  2012
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Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama



  Central American Port  Statiscal Summary, Year 2012 

 

6 
Central American Commission on Maritime Transport (COCATRAM) 

Table 2: Central American Isthmus: Cargo handled by po rt, (Thousands of MT), Year  2011 - 2012  

 Ports  Seaboard 2012 2011 
 Diference  

 Absoluta   Percentage  

PPB   P       24,130.18       23,718.60  411.58 1.74% 

M.I.T   C       13,982.74       13,306.70  676.04 5.08% 

Chiriquí Grande    C       11,492.29         4,579.26  6,913.03 150.96% 

Limón-Moín   C       10,325.59         9,995.51  330.08 3.30% 

Cortés   C         9,558.02         9,363.53  194.49 2.08% 

Quetzal   P         8,494.61         8,382.94  111.67 1.33% 

Charco Azul   P         8,299.21         3,445.55  4,853.66 140.87% 

PPC   C         6,041.33         7,728.67  -1,687.34 -21.83% 

SANTOCAS   C         5,494.57         5,248.80  245.77 4.68% 

C.C.T.   C         4,145.08         3,273.82  871.26 26.61% 

Acajutla    P         3,957.57         4,149.17 -191.60 -4.62% 

Caldera   P         3,941.25         3,892.66  48.59 1.25% 

Barrios    C         2,728.62         2,600.25  128.34 4.94% 

Corinto   P         2,702.27         2,437.96  264.31 10.84% 

T. Petrolero   C         2,520.93         2,767.35  -246.42 -8.90% 

San Lorenzo   P         2,388.48         1,650.86  737.62 44.68% 

Boyas de San José   P         1,748.84         2,069.26  -320.42 -15.48% 

Boyas Alba Petróleos, Cenergica y RASA P        1,602.50         1,604.29  1.79 0.00% 

T. Decal   P         1,330.59         1,547.76  -217.17 -14.03% 

PATSA   P            993.62            965.77  27.85 2.88% 

T. Granelera    C            922.13            590.46  331.67 56.17% 

Sandino   P            872.18            920.85  -48.67 -5.29% 

Puerto Castilla   C            843.15            806.45  36.70 4.55% 

PSA    P            342.68                     -  342.68 - 

Almirante   C            313.09            490.51  -177.42 -36.17% 

Tela   C            260.49            313.19  -52.70 -16.83% 

Golfito   P            206.62            134.46  72.16 53.67% 

C.P.T.   C            194.38                     - 194.35 - 

Corsain   P            128.06              53.20  74.86 140.71% 

T. Punta Morales    P            119.03            115.53  3.50 3.03% 

La Unión   P            118.42              40.88  77.07 188.53% 

T. Fertica   P              93.71              63.38  30.33 47.85% 

Arlen Siu   C              43.64              39.84  3.80 9.54% 

El Bluff   C              17.24              24.20  -6.96 -28.76% 

Cabezas   C              16.13              14.89  1.24 8.33% 

La Ceiba C               6.80                2.65  4.15 156.60% 

Quepos   P                3.64                3.27  0.37 11.31% 

Puntarenas   P                1.44                2.55  -1.11 -43.53% 

T. Samba Bonita    C                     -              10.65  -10.65 -100.00% 

Total       130,381.12      116,355.70  14,025.42 12.05% 

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama 
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1.2. Foreign trade and port traffic  

The value of exports in 2012 was 28,681,334,890 dollars, a reduction of 15.14% compared to 2011. 
Imports amounted to 69,313,522,790 dollars, with a decrease compared to the previous year of 1.47%. 

Regarding the volumes of imports and exports in 2012, there were barely noticeable increases compared 
to 2011 of 0.04% and 0.06%, respectively. 

Table 3 below shows the figures for value and volume of foreign trade in each country of the isthmus in 
2012. The figures include imports and exports, current and definitive, for the active improvement or final 
assembly and for the free trade zones. 

 

Table 3: Isthmus Central American: Value and volume of foreign trade by country , (Thousands of US $ 

and Thousands of MT), Year 2012 

Country 

Imports Exports Total 

VALUE  
(CIF) 

VOLUME 
(Thousand of 

MT) 

VALUE 
FOB 

VOLUME 
(Thousand of 

MT) 

VALUE 
FOB 

VOLUMEN 
(Thousand of 

MT) 

Guatemala 16,991,772.80 12,329.89 10,126,084.00 9,576.11 27,117,856.80 21,906.00 

El Salvador 10,269,626.61 7,574.95 5,339,088.39 2,838.80 15,608,715.00 10,413.75 

Honduras 9,504,191.53 7,186.76 4,420,596.31 5,093.41 13,924,787.85 12,280.17 

Nicaragua 6,043,886.83 4,668.36 2,752,742.95 1,759.52 8,796,629.78 6,427.88 

Costa Rica 13,870,805.07 8,361.43 5,220,970.86 6,946.54 19,091,775.93 15,307.97 

CACM 56,680,282.84 40,121.40 27,859,482.51 26,214.39 84,539,765.36 66,335.79 

Panama 12,633,239.94 7,842.58 821,852.38 1,178.24 13,455,092.32 9,020.82 

Total 69,313,522.79 47,963.98 28,681,334.89 27,392.62 97,994,857.68 75,356.60 

 

Table 4: Isthmus Central American: Volume of foreign trade and cargo handled at seaports, 

(Thousands of MT),  Year 2012  

Country 

Imports Exports Total 

Foreign 
Trade 

Offloaded 
Foreign 
Trade 

Loaded 
Foreign 
Trade 

Marítime 
Cargo 

Guatemala 12,329.89 11,240.43 9,576.11 7,226.18 21,906.00 18,466.64 

El Salvador 7,574.95 4,607.86 2,838.80 1,198.69 10,413.75 5,806.55 

Honduras 7,186.76 7,426.83 5,093.41 5,630.11 12,280.17 13,056.94 

Nicaragua 4,668.36 2,883.32 1,759.52 768.14 6,427.88 3,651.46 

Costa Rica 8,361.43 7,925.72 6,946.54 6,765.56 15,307.97 14,691.28 

CACM 40,121.40 34,084.19 26,214.39 21,588.68 66,335.79 55,672.87 

Panama 7,842.58 42,089.73 1,178.24 32,618.52 9,020.82 74,708.25 

Total 47,963.98 76,173.92  27,392.62 54,207.20 75,356.60 130,381.12 

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama 
Guatemala: http://www.banguat.gob.gt/estaeco/ceie/hist/pdfs/2012/CG/kf-103_2012.pdf 
El Salvador: http://www.bcr.gob.sv/bcrsite/?cat=1012&lang=es 
Honduras: https://see.bch.hn/SICE-IED/ConsultaSACAjustado.aspx 
Nicaragua: http://www.dga.gob.ni/Estadweb/WEB_ENERO_DICIEMBRE_2011_2012.pdf 
Costa Rica: http://www.inec.go.cr/sicceweb/default.aspx 
Panamá: http://www.contraloria.gob.pa/inec/ComercioExterior/  
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1.3 Cargo handled by seaboard  

Maritime cargo movement by seaboard in 2012 was similar to what it was in 2011 with the Caribbean 

representing 52.85% of the total cargo and the Pacific accounting for the remaining 47.15%. Of all cargo 

offloaded, 53.06% was in Caribbean ports and 46.94% on the Pacific seaboard, while of all the cargo 

loaded, 56.56% was shipped from the Caribbean side and 47.44% from the Pacific. 

During 2012, the Caribbean moved 68,906.22 thousand MT, a 12.10% increase over the year before 

equivalent to 8,399.89 thousand MT. Unloading on that seaboard represented 58.65%, an increase of 

19.12% compared to 2011, while loading represented 41.35%, an increase of 2.15%. 

On the Pacific side, 61,474,43 thousand MT was moved, an increase of 9.25%. This increase, unlike what 

happened on the Caribbean side, was mainly due to shipments, reaching 22.27% more than the previous 

year.  

Chart No.3. Central American Isthmus: Cargo offloaded and loaded by seaboard,  
(Thousands of MT) Year 2012  

 

The ports of Manzanillo and Chiriquí Grande in Panama, Limón-Moín in Costa Rica, and Cortes in 

Honduras continued to be the most representative on the Caribbean seaboard, together representing 

65.83% of the total cargo moved this year on that seaboard. 

The Pacific ports with the greatest volumes moved were PPB and Charco Azul in Panama, Quetzal in 

Guatemala, Acajutla in El Salvador, and Caldera in Costa Rica, representing 79.42% of all movement on 

that seaboard. Tables 5 and 6 below show the volumes mobilized by port, according to type of handling 

for both offloading and loading.  
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Table 5: Cargo offloaded and loaded on the Caribbean seaboard by port (thousands of MT), Year 2012  

 
Ports 

General Cargo Containerized   Ro-Ro Dry Bulk Liquid Bulk Others Total  
Total 

O L O L O L O L O L O L O L 

 
Barrios 

      
47.32  

   
74.81     1,041.01  

   
1,399.90  

        
-    

        
-    

      
58.20  

           
-    

      
107.38  

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

   
1,253.91  

   
1,474.71  

   
2,728.59  

 
SANTOCAS 

      
38.89  

 
438.75     1,751.62  

   
1,651.54  

     
0.85  

     
1.18  

    
240.84  

    
173.88  

      
602.78  

    
594.24  

        
-    

        
-    

   
2,634.98  

   
2,859.59  

   
5,494.57  

 
Tela 

           
-    

        
-                -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

      
260.49  

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

      
260.49              -    

      
260.49  

 
La Ceiba 

       
0.42  

     
6.38              -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-                -    

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

         
0.42  

         
6.38  

         
6.80  

 
Puerto Castilla 

       
9.05  

     
3.32        113.40  

      
373.73  

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

       
21.97  

    
151.42  

   
83.95  

   
86.31  

      
228.37  

      
614.78  

      
843.15  

 
Puerto Cortes 

    
226.59  

   
26.85     1,860.09  

   
2,136.83  

     
2.26  

     
1.77  

 
1,562.61  

    
598.02  

   
1,817.90  

    
148.30  

 
587.74  

 
589.06  

   
6,057.19  

   
3,500.83  

   
9,558.02  

 
Cabezas 

           
-    

        
-                -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

       
16.13  

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

       
16.13  

            -    
       

16.13  
 
El Bluff 

           
-    

        
-             2.87  

         
2.41  

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

       
11.96  

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

       
14.83  

         
2.41  

       
17.24  

 
Arlen Siu  

       
5.79  

   
12.49         14.49  

       
10.87  

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-                -    

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

       
20.28  

       
23.36  

       
43.64  

 
Limón-Moín 

    
445.90  

   
45.46     1,844.89  

   
5,653.21  

   
51.96  

   
48.43  

       
1.30  

           
-    

   
2,212.04  

      
22.38  

     
0.01  

     
0.01  

   
4,556.10  

   
5,769.49  

 
10,325.59  

 
CPT 

           
-    

        
-                -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

      
194.38  

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

      
194.38              -    

      
194.38  

 
T. Granelera 

    
362.32  

        
-                -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

    
559.81  

           
-                -    

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

      
922.13              -    

      
922.13  

 
CCT 

           
-    

     
2.08        828.37  

   
3,314.63  

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-                -    

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

      
828.37  

   
3,316.71  

   
4,145.08  

 
T. Petrolera 

           
-    

        
-                -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

   
2,520.93  

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

   
2,520.93              -    

   
2,520.93  

 
Chiriquí Grande 

 
1,608.26  

     
7.50              -                -    

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-    

   
9,690.72  

    
185.81  

        
-    

        
-    

 
11,298.98  

      
193.31  

 
11,492.29  

 
Bocas Fruit  

       
4.84  

   
77.00         64.12  

      
167.13  

        
-    

        
-    

           
-    

           
-                -    

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

       
68.96  

      
244.13  

      
313.09  

 
PPC 

       
5.51  

     
6.49     2,614.88  

   
3,177.52  

     
6.95  

     
3.36  

      
21.76  

           
-    

      
150.85  

      
54.01  

        
-    

        
-    

   
2,799.95  

   
3,241.38  

   
6,041.33  

 
MIT 

           
-    

        
-       6,581.75 

   
7,130.31  

 
156.34  

 
114.34  

           
-    

           
-    

            -    
           

-    
        

-    
        

-    
   

6,738.09  
   

7,244.65  
 

13,982.74  

Total  
 

2,754.89  
 

701.13   16,717.49  
 

25,018.08  
 

218.36  
 

169.08  
 

2,444.52  
    

771.90  
 

17,607.53  
 

1,156.16  
 

671.70  
 

675.38  
 

40,414.49  
 

28,491.73  
 

68,906.22  

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama 
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Table 6: Cargo offloaded and loaded on the Pacific seaboard by port (thousa nds of MT), Year 2012  

Ports 
General Cargo Containerized Ro-Ro Dry Bulk Liquid Bulk Others Total 

Total 
O L O L O L O L O L O L O L 

 
Boyas de San José 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
   

1,555.03  
    

193.81  
        

-    
        

-    
   

1,555.03  
      

193.81  
   

1,748.84  
 
Quetzal 

    
398.68  

    
65.89  

   
1,023.67  

   
1,020.36  

   
44.45  

     
1.68  

 
3,206.59  

 
1,060.05  

   
1,074.44  

    
112.98  

   
48.71  

 
437.11  

   
5,796.54  

   
2,698.07  

   
8,494.61  

 
La Unión 

           
-    

         
-    

       
66.180  

       
14.70  

        
-    

        
-    

      
37.54  

           
-    

            -    
           

-    
        

-    
        

-    
      

103.72  
       

14.70  
      

118.42  
 
Acajutla 

    
139.54  

      
9.84  

      
789.41  

      
490.00  

   
15.72  

     
0.10  

 
1,370.93  

    
343.55  

      
513.10  

    
285.38  

        
-    

        
-    

   
2,828.70  

   
1,128.87  

   
3,957.57  

 
Corsain 

      
31.52  

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
       

5.52  
           

-    
       

90.95  
           

-    
     

0.07  
        

-    
      

128.06  
            -    

      
128.06  

 
Boyas Alba Petróleos, 

Cenergica y RASA 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
   

1,547.38  
      

55.12  
        

-    
        

-    
   

1,547.38  
       

55.12  
   

1,602.50  

 
San Lorenzo 

      
59.14  

      
6.41  

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
      

31.05  
 

1,448.91  
      

790.17  
      

52.80  
        

-    
        

-    
      

880.36  
   

1,508.12  
   

2,388.48  
 
Corinto 

      
35.59  

    
47.70  

      
438.94  

      
338.71  

   
26.19  

     
0.04  

    
642.11  

    
222.63  

      
870.75  

      
79.61  

        
-    

        
-    

   
2,013.58  

      
688.69  

   
2,702.27  

 
Sandino 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
    

241.66  
           

-    
      

576.84  
      

53.68  
        

-    
        

-    
      

818.50  
       

53.68  
      

872.18  
 
Caldera 

    
224.75  

    
90.40  

      
911.20  

      
608.59  

   
57.03  

     
0.41  

 
1,907.10  

           
-    

      
140.90  

       
0.87  

        
-    

        
-    

   
3,240.98  

      
700.27  

   
3,941.25  

 
Puntarenas 

           
-    

      
0.43  

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
       

0.07  
           

-    
         

0.68  
       

0.17  
     

0.05  
     

0.04  
         

0.80  
         

0.64  
         1.44  

 
Punta Morales 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
      

65.92  
       

23.11  
      

30.00  
        

-    
        

-    
       

23.11  
       

95.92  
      

119.03  
 
Terminal Fertica 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
      

93.71  
           

-    
            -    

           
-    

        
-    

        
-    

       
93.71  

            -           93.71  

 
Quepos 

       
0.68  

      
1.70  

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
         

0.33  
       

0.93  
        

-    
        

-    
         

1.01  
         

2.63  
         3.64  

 
Golfito 

       
0.02  

    
34.52  

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
         

9.99  
    

162.09  
        

-    
        

-    
       

10.01  
      

196.61  
      

206.62  
 
Charco Azul 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
      

394.62  
 

7,904.59  
        

-    
        

-    
      

394.62  
   

7,904.59  
   

8,299.21  
 
PATSA 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
      

993.62  
           

-    
        

-    
        

-    
      

993.62  
            -    

      
993.62  

 
T. DECAL 

           
-    

         
-    

            -                -    
        

-    
        

-    
           

-    
           

-    
   

1,330.59  
           

-    
        

-    
        

-    
   

1,330.59  
            -    

   
1,330.59  

 
PPB 

           
-    

         
-    

 
12,879.25  

   
9,860.77  

 
104.76  

     
0.05  

    
187.75  

           
-    

      
601.69  

    
495.91  

        
-    

        
-    

 
13,773.45  

 
10,356.73  

 
24,130.18  

 
PSA  

           
-    

         
-    

      
187.25  

      
117.02  

        
-    

        
-    

      
38.41  

           
-    

            -    
           

-    
        

-    
        

-    
      

225.66  
      

117.02  
      

342.68  

Total  
    

889.92  
  

256.89  
 

16,295.90  
 

12,450.15  
 

248.15  
     

2.28  
 

7,762.44  
 

3,141.06  
 

10,514.19  
 

9,427.94  
   

48.83  
 

437.15  
 

35,759.43  
 

25,715.47  
 

61,474.90 

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama  
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1.4 Cargo handled by quarter  

In 2012, Central America mobilized by quarter an average of 32,595.15 thousand MT. The greatest 

volume of cargo was in the first quarter, reaching 33,135.18 thousand MT and the lowest volume was in 

the second quarter with 31,484.10 thousand MT. 

There was a 5% drop in cargo movement from the 1st to the 2nd quarter, but it increased by the same 

amount from the 2nd to the 3rd. Then there was little difference between the 3rd and 4th quarters, with 

32,955.11 thousand MT in the 3rd quarter and 32,809.20 thousand MT in the 4th quarter. 

Chart No. 4.  Cargo handled in ports by quarter and by country  (thousands of MT),  Year 2012 

 
Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama  

The quarterly variations in 2012 compared to 2011 were all positive. In the 1st quarter, cargo increased by 

20.1% and then there was a slight increase (0.09%) in the 2nd, followed by 13.3% in the 3rd and 15.2% in 

the 4th quarter. 

The increase in the 1st quarter of 2012 compared to 2011 was mainly influenced by the variations at the 

ports of Panama and Honduras, which had increases compared to 2011 of 35.3% and 16.6%, 

respectively. Costa Rica, El Salvador, and Guatemala had cargo volume increases compared to 2011 of 

3.6%, 3.1%, and 2.2, respectively, while Nicaragua had a 6.3% decline in cargo volume during that period. 

For the 2nd quarter of 2012 compared to the same period the year before, Nicaragua had the greatest 

percentage increase by country with 17.7% more, followed by Panama, Costa Rica, and Honduras with 

increases of 2.3%, 1.0%, and 0.1%, respectively. During this period, El Salvador and Guatemala fell back 

in cargo volume compared to 2011 by 7.8% and 3.7%, respectively. 

During the 3rd quarter, once again Panama and Honduras had the most growth among the countries of 

the region compared to 2011. Panama managed to increase by 22.9% and Honduras managed 10.3% 

growth, while Costa Rica and El Salvador increased by 3.4% and 3.0%. Nicaragua and Guatemala 

dropped by 6.2% and 2.0%, respectively. 

Cargo movement grew in all countries in the 4th quarter of 2012, compared to 2011. Panama and 

Honduras came in first and second with 35.3% and 16.6%, respectively, followed by Costa Rica with 

3.6%, El Salvador with 3.1% and Guatemala with 2.2%. Nicaragua had negative growth of 6.3%.  
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The tendency in the region for offloaded cargo by quarter in 2012 was contrary to what happened in 2011. 

There was an increase from the 1st to the 2nd quarter and then declines till the end of the year, while in 

2012, offloading went down 3.7% from the 1st to the 2nd quarter and then recovered between the 2nd and 

3rd with an increase of 7.0% and again with a 5.2% increase from the 3rd to the 4th quarter. 

Regarding cargo offloaded in the region, the tendency in 2012 was expressed with the movement of 

offloading in Panama that went down between the 1st and 2nd quarter (5.5%) and increased between the 

2nd and 3rd and the 3rd and 4th quarters (18% and 6%, respectively). 

The chart below shows the tendency for the region and for the countries during 2012 in terms of offloaded 

cargo. 

Chart No. 5. Cargo offloaded in ports by quarter by country, (Thousands of MT),  Year 2012 

 
      Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama  

The tendency by quarter in 2012 for loading in the region shows a decline, with a reduction of 6.7% from 

the 1st to the 2nd quarter and then an increase of 1.6% from the 2nd to the 3rd, followed by a drop of 8.4% 

from the 3rd to the 4th quarter. 

Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua all had less cargo loaded from the 1st to 2nd quarter 

and from the 2nd to the 3rd quarter. Guatemala and El Salvador managed to increase their cargo handling 

with increases of 28.5% for Guatemala and 20.9% for El Salvador. Such was not the case with Nicaragua 

and Honduras where cargo levels dropped. 

The chart below shows the behavior by quarter for cargo loaded in the region and by country. 
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Chart No. 6. Cargo loaded in ports by quarter by country,(Thousands of MT), Year 2012 

 | 
                  Source: Port Authorities of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama 

 

1.5 Cargo handled by type of handling  

Cargo handling in the region in 2012 continued with the same trend. Containerized cargo was in first place 

with 54.06% of the total, even though it dropped 5.4 percentage points compared to 2011. In second place 

were bulk liquids with 29.69%, 5 percentage points higher than last year, followed by bulk solids with 

10.83%, a slight drop compared to the year before. General cargo gained, going from 2.71% in 2011 to 

3.53% this year. Ro-Ro cargo handling dropped from 0.56% in 2011 to 0.49% in 2012.  

Table 7:  Distribution of cargo handled in ports by year by type of handling   

(Percentages) , Year 2008 - 2012  

Años 
General  
Cargo 

 

Contane- 
rizd 

Ro-Ro Dry Bulk 
Liquid 
Bulk 

Others 
Cargo Total, 

(Thousands  of TM) 

2008 3.44 51.74 1.33 10.07 31.82 1.59 96,100.30 

2009 2.26 47.33 0.56 9.71 38.87 1.27 100,143.50 

2010 2.61 56.60 0.73 11.14 27.57 1.35 104,152.50 

2011 2.71 59.47 0.56 11.04 24.71 1.51 116,355.70 

2012 3.53 54.06 0.49 10.83 29.69 1.41 130,381.10 

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama 
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In 2012, 4,602.8 thousand MT of general cargo 

were handled, an increase of 42.0% compared 

to 2011, mainly because of growth in Panama 

of 146%, as well as increases in Nicaragua 

(87.5%), El Salvador (26.9%), Honduras 

(14.14%), and Guatemala (4.7%). The ports 

with the biggest increases in general cargo 

were Chiriquí Grande which mobilized 1,565.93 

thousand MT thousand MT more than in 2011, 

La Ceiba with an increase of 155.64%, Corinto 

with 111.83% more than in 2011, Cortes with 

28.07%, Quetzal with 25.23%, Rama with 

23.10%, and Caldera and Quepos with 

increases of 8.20% y 7.73%, respectively. 

The total amount of containerized cargo moved was 70,481.62 thousand MT, for growth of 1.9%. It had 

increased by 17.38% the year before. The breakdown between offloading and shipping of containerized 

cargo was similar to previous years with offloading equivalent to 33,013.39 thousand MT or 46.84% and 

loading with 53.16%, equivalent to 

37,468.23 thousand MT, making for small 

increases of 17.74% and 1.98%, 

respectively. 

The Caribbean offloading of containerized 

cargo reached on 50.64% and 49.36% 

arrive at the Pacific. 66.77% of the shipping 

was from the Caribbean and 33.23% from 

the Pacific. Chart No. 8 shows the volumes 

of containerized cargo offloaded and 

loaded by seaboard. 

Similar to 2011, in 2012 PPB and MIT were 

in the first two places for ports with the greatest volume of containerized cargo, the former with 22,740.02 

thousand MT and the second with 13,712.06 thousand MT. Limón-Moín with 7,498.10 thousand MT came 

in third followed by PPC with 5,792.40 thousand MT, CCT with 4,143.00 thousand MT, Cortes with 

3,996.92 thousand MT, and Santo Tomas Castilla with 3,403.16. 

Ro-Ro cargo handled in 2012 amounted to 637.87 thousand MT, a decrease of 2.4% compared to the 

previous year and caused by the reduction of this traffic in Acajutla and Santo Tomas de Castilla. 

Offloading represented 73.14% and loading 26.86%. The ports with the greatest volumes of this cargo 

were MIT with 270.68 thousand MT and Limón-Moín on the Caribbean with 100.39 thousand MT and PPB 

on the Pacific with 104.81 thousand MT 

In 2012, there were 14,119.92 thousand MT of bulk solids mobilized in region, an increase of 9.9% 

compared to 2011. Offloading represented 72.29% with 10,206.96 thousand MT and loading was 27.71%, 

equivalent to 3,912.96 thousand MT. Quetzal, like last year, mobilized the greatest volumes of bulk solids 

in the isthmus with 266.64 thousand MT, of which 3,206.59 thousand MT were offloaded. The port with 

the second highest volume was Cortes with 2,160.63 thousand MT, most of it also offloaded (1,562.61 
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Chart No. 7. Central American Isthmus: Total cargo moved 
in ports by type of handling (thousands of MT), Year 2012 

Source: Port Authorities of Central America and Maritime Authority 
of Panama
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thousand MT). Caldera also stayed among the ports on the isthmus that handle the most bulk solids, 

offloading 1,907.10 thousand MT this year. 

Bulk liquids represented 29.69% of the cargo mobilized in the region in 2012 with 38,705.82 thousand MT, 

an increase of 34.6% over 2011. The ports with the most of this handling were Chiriquí Grande and 

Charco Azul with 25.52% and 21.44%, respectively, both with major increases. The first with 124.52% 

more offloading and the second with 146.20% more loading. Other ports with notable amounts of this type 

of cargo handing were Terminal Petrolera de Panama, Acajutla and its Buoy Terminal (Boyas Alba 

Petróleos, Cenergica and RASA), Limón - Moín, Cortes and Buoys of San José in Quetzal, each 

representing 6.51%, 6.20%, 5.77%, 5.08 and 4.52%, respectively. 

The total cargo offloaded in 2012 using all types of handing was 76,173.92 thousand MT, an increase of 

11.06% over 2011. The greatest increases in offloading were with general cargo and bulk liquids, 

increasing by 79.27% and 22.78%, 

respectively. Both increases happened in 

Chiriquí Grande, which in the case of 

general cargo went from 43.83 thousand 

MT in 2011 to 1,608.93 thousand MT in 

2012 and in the case of bulk liquids, 

5,374.51 thousand MT were handled in this 

way. Cortés and Corinto had major 

increases compared to 2011 in general 

cargo, with increases of 52.50% and 

52.75%, respectively.   

Panama had the biggest increase of 

offloaded cargo, with growth of 21.25% 

over 2011. General cargo had the biggest increase with 300.89% more, followed by bulk solids (105.56%) 

and bulk liquids (46.96%). Nicaragua, Honduras, and Costa Rica had small increases of offloaded cargo 

of 3.62%, 1.84% and 1.26%, respectively, while 

El Salvador and Honduras had decreases in 

offloading of 2.56% and 04%. 

There was increased loading in 2012, rising 

13.48% over 2011 to 54,207.21 thousand MT. 

The biggest increases were in bulk solids 

(35.86%) and bulk liquids (50.85%). There were 

decreases in the handling of general cargo 

(14.41%) and Ro-Ro cargo (13.96%). 

he increases in shipments of bulk solids were 

mainly in the ports of San Lorenzo, Acajutla and Corinto, (87.18%, 21.93% and 11.03%, respectively), 

while with bulk liquids, the increase was mainly in Charco Azul with a 146.2% increase, equivalent to 

4,693.96 thousand MT. Other ports with increased handling of bulk liquids were Quetzal (82.55%), San 

Lorenzo (58.89%) and Balboa (36.21%). 

All the countries shipped more cargo than in 2011: Panama 17.70%, Nicaragua 17.26%, Honduras 

16.22%, El Salvador 7.13%, Costa Rica 6.04%, and Guatemala 2.40% 
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Source: Port Authorities of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama
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Chart No. 11.  Central American Isthmus: Cargo moved in ports by type of handling by seaboa rd 

(thousands of MT), Year 2012  

 

 

Table 8:  Comparative percentage distribution of cargo by country by type of handling  

(Percentages),  Year: 2012. 

Country / Year 
General Cargo  Contanerized  Ro-Ro Dry Bulk Liquid Bulk Others 

total  
(Thousands of MT) 

2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 2011 2012 

Guatemala 5.55 5.76 44.19 42.72 0.21 0.26 24.19 25.67 23.77 22.96 2.08 2.63% 18,301.22 18,466.59 

El Salvador 2.44 3.12 26.48 23.42 0.24 0.27 31.01 30.27 39.39 42.92 0.45 - 5,847.52 5,806.07 

Honduras 2.44 2.59 36.47 34.34 0.02 0.03 25.04 27.88 24.92 24.84 11.10 10.32 12,136.67 13,056.92 

Nicaragua 1.58 2.78 21.79 22.14 0.51 0.72 28.03 30.30 48.09 44.06 - - 3,437.75 3,651.45 

Costa Rica 6.00 5.74 59.80 61.38 0.95 1.07 15.50 14.08 17.74 17.72 - - 14,207.36 14,691.27 

Panama 1.27 2.78 73.50 62.81 0.71 0.52 0.64 1.08 23.88 32.82 - - 62,425.08 74,708.21 

Total 2.71 3.53 59.47 54.06 0.56 0.49 11.04 10.83 24.71 29.69 1.51 1.41 116,355.60 130,381.10 

Source: Port Enterprises of Central America and Maritime Authority of Panama  

 -

 10,000.00

 20,000.00

 30,000.00

 40,000.00

 50,000.00

 60,000.00

 70,000.00

General
Cargo

Containe-
rized

Ro-Ro  Liquid Bulk Dry Bulk Others Total

Caribbean 3,456.02 41,735.57 387.44 3,216.42 18,763.69 1,347.08 68,906.22
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1.6 Cargo handled in the MCCA ports 

The Central American Common 

Market (MCCA) had 3.2% growth in 

total cargo mobilized in 2012 over 

2011 with 55,672 thousand MT, 

61.22% offloaded and 38.78% 

loaded. 29,294.22 thousand MT of 

cargo in the MCCA was mobilized 

on the Caribbean seaboard 

(52.62%) thousand MT 26,378.15 

thousand MT (47.38%) was moved 

on the Pacific. Chart 12 shows 

volumes and percentages of cargo 

handled by seaboard.  

 

The MCCA countries maintained 

their share of cargo movement 

compared to 2011, except for 

Honduras which had a slight 

increase, going from 22.5% in 2011 

to 23.45% in 2012. Cargo volumes 

were similar to what was seen in 

2011. 

 

 

 

 

The breakdown by type of cargo 

handling was about the same in 

terms of percentages, although 

there were small increases in 

volume. Chart 14 shows the 

breakdown by type of handling in 

terms of volume and percentage 

share.  
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  1.7 Origen y destino de la carga  

 In Central America, the greatest 

share of maritime trade is with North 

America. In 2012, the ports of the 

isthmus exchanged 39,911.18 

thousand MT with that region, about 

half of what was moved. South 

America and Asia are in second and 

third place with cargo movement of 

15,665.40 and 6,844.12 thousand 

MT, respectively.  

Central America came in fourth 

place for regional cargo movement 

with 5,679.62 thousand MT. In 

descending order, cargo movement 

with Europe was 4,929.46 thousand 

MT, while other regions like 

Oceania, Africa, and the Middle East 

totaled 3,517.73 thousand MT and 

the Caribbean region accounted for 

3,188.98 thousand MT.  

Regarding the share by country, the United 

States had 35,137.51 thousand MT, Colombia 

came in second with 9,518.34 thousand MT, 

followed by with 4,249.28 thousand MT, Panama 

with 2,486.35 thousand MT, Mexico with 

2,081.23 thousand MT, Ecuador with 1,986.67 

thousand MT, Venezuela with 1,401.17 thousand 

MT, Brazil with 1,111.34 thousand MT, South 

Korea with 917.14 thousand MT, Curacao with 

913.8 thousand MT, the Dominican Republic with 

762.03 thousand MT, Belgium with 756.09 

thousand MT, followed by Guatemala, Chile, 

Holland, Peru, Japan, Angola and El Salvador, in 

that order with cargo volumes between 730 and 

460 thousand MT. 
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In regards to cargo origin in 2012, it was 

similar to the year before with North America 

in first place with 38.7%, mainly from the 

United States with 20,322.55 thousand MT 

followed by Mexico with 1,504.30 thousand 

MT. South America was in second place with 

23.7%, the main points of origin being 

Colombia with 8,860.46 thousand MT, 

Ecuador with 1,703.16 thousand MT, Brazil 

with 1,111.34 thousand MT, Venezuela with 

730.88 thousand MT, Chile with 442.46 

thousand MT, and Argentina with 372.72 

thousand MT. Asia, remained in third place 

with 5.5%, China, Japan and Korea were the 

main shippers with 1,719.29, 531.26, and 

491.46 thousand MT, respectively. 

Central America remained in fourth place 

with 4.4%. The main points of origin were 

Panama (514.32 thousand MT) and Guatemala (365.04 thousand MT), followed by Europe and 

the Caribbean with 4.1% each. The main points of origin in Europe were Russia with 427.13 

thousand MT, Belgium with 295.33 thousand MT, Spain with 294.20 thousand MT and Norway 

with 239.85 thousand MT, among others, while in the Caribbean, the main countries were 

Curacao with all its cargo for Central America going to Nicaragua (913.8 thousand MT) and the 

Dominican Republic with 484.30 thousand MT, among others. Angola in Africa with 500.71 

thousand MT was one of the most important countries in relation to cargo origin.  

In regards to cargo destination in 2012, North America was again in the lead as the main destination with 

54.40% of the cargo, equivalent to 17,695.44 

thousand MT, shipped mainly to the United 

States (14,814.96 thousand MT) and Mexico 

(576.93 thousand MT). Asia came in second 

with 11.3% this year, equivalent to 3,671.80 

thousand MT with the main receivers of the 

cargo being China (2,529.99 thousand MT), 

Korea (425.68 thousand MT), Taiwan (176.42 

thousand MT) and Hong Kong (105.89 

thousand MT), among others. Central America 

had 9.7% equivalent to 3,165.09 thousand MT, 

the main receivers being Panama (1,972.03 

thousand MT), El Salvador (470.64 thousand 

MT) and Guatemala (367.45 thousand MT).  

Europe came in fourth place with 7.9% 

equivalent to 2,571.48 thousand MT. The main 

destinations were Holland (609.57 thousand 

MT), Belgium (460.76 thousand MT), Germany 

(384.42 thousand MT), Italy (284.16 thousand 
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MT), Ireland (277.72 thousand MT) and Greece (115.02 thousand MT), among others. South America 

represented 6.5% equivalent to 2,102.49 thousand MT. The main destinations for cargo were Venezuela 

with 670.29 thousand MT, Colombia with 657.88 thousand MT, Ecuador with 283.51 thousand MT, Peru 

with 232.01 thousand MT and Chile with 191.83 thousand MT. The Caribbean region absorbed 2.5% of 

the cargo shipped, equivalent to 816.54 thousand MT, mainly going to the Dominican Republic (277.73 

thousand MT) and the Virgin Islands (120.24 thousand MT). For more details about the origin and 

destination of cargo, visit our web site: http://www.cocatram.org.ni/estadisticas/cuadro5/ 

Chart No. 15. Central American Isthmus: Origin and destination of cargo handled in ports by 

geographic region of the world (percentages), Year 2012  

 
 

Chart No. 16. Central  American: Total of cargo handled in ports by country by geographic region of the 

world (thousands of MT), Year 2012  
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Guatemala 11,730.11 2,344.25 1,296.05 588.93 629.90 1,488.60 326.59 61.94

El Salvador 2,188.32 403.69 521.06 156.06 37.46 212.49 35.39 2,251.67

Honduras 8,206.00 1,070.95 1,935.45 331.93 445.85 1,021.21 25.46 18.55

Nicaragua 962.89 720.18 518.83 886.31 53.68 110.58 - 399.10

Costa Rica 6,371.90 968.02 631.66 30.96 3,208.99 1,330.59 29.06 2,120.12

Panama 10,451.96 10,158.31 1,941.07 1,194.79 1,303.74 765.99 3,101.23 5,261.54

Total 39,911.18 15,665.40 6,844.12 3,188.98 5,679.62 4,929.46 3,517.73 10,112.92
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Chart No. 17. Central American Isthmus: Origin of cargo handled in ports by country by geographic 

region of  the world (thousands of MT), Year 2012  

 
 

 

Chart No. 18. Central American Isthmus: Destination of cargo handled in ports by country by 

geographic region of the world (thousands of MT) , 2012  
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The origin and destination for the countries of the isthmus with the rest of the world in 2012 is described 

below: 

Guatemala 

About two-thirds of the maritime cargo movement at Guatemalan ports was with North America, 

representing 65.53% of the countryôs maritime trade, a reduction from 2011 of close to 2%. Cargo 

handling reached 11,730.11 thousand MT, 57.98% offloaded and 42.02% loaded. South America stayed 

in second place and managed to increase its percentage share, going from 10.65% in 2011 to 12.69% this 

year, reaching 2,344.25 thousand MT, most of it offloaded (84.77%).  

Europe gained this year and displaced Asia from third place where it was the year before. The increase 

was 1.72% with the movement of 1,488.6 thousand MT, representing 8.06% of the total for the country. 

Asía, now in fourth place, represented 7.02%, equivalent to 1,296.05 thousand MT. Intra-regional cargo 

movement was also important with 3.41% of movement at the ports, mainly with Panama and Costa Rica. 

The Caribbean region made gains this year, rising to 3.19%, most of it shipping (63.81%). The other 

regions (Africa, Oceania, and the Middle East) represented about 2% of port movement in Guatemala. In 

terms of cargo origin at Guatemalan ports, the United States was in first place with 53.84%, equivalent to 

6,051.41 thousand MT. Second place went to Colombia with 764.05 thousand MT offloaded, which 

represented 6.80%. In third place was Ecuador, the origin of 5.83%, equivalent to 655 thousand MT 

offloaded, followed by Mexico with 5.08%, equivalent to 571.04 thousand MT, China represented 4.34%, 

equivalent to 488.39 thousand MT. Other major cargo origins for Guatemala in regards to their share were 

Norway (2.01%), Korea (1.70%), Argentina (1.41%), Brazil (1.35%), Chile (1.29), Panama (1.26%), Japan 

(1.14%), Russia (1.13%), Costa Rica (1.09%), 

and the Dominican Republic (1.01%).  

Among the main countries receiving cargo, first 

place went to the United States which absorbed 

59.51% of the shipments, equivalent to 4,300.35 

thousand MT. In second place was Mexico with 

4.94% or 356.65 thousand MT. Panama was in 

third, receiving 2.32%, followed by Holland with 

154.23 thousand MT (2.13%), Canada with 

138.48 thousand MT (1.92%), the Dominican 

Republic with 124.84 thousand MT (1.73%), 

Greece with 114.88 thousand MT (1.59%), China 

with 110.82 thousand MT (1.53%), Germany with 

103.66 thousand MT. (1.43%), Chile with 89.77 

thousand MT (1.24%), Colombia with 89.64 

thousand MT (1.24%) and Korea with 84.06 

(1.16%), among others. 
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El Salvador 

This countryôs ports maintained the tendency from 

past years in terms of their cargo trade. North 

America continued in first place, although with a drop 

in its share of close to 9%, representing 37.7% 

equivalent to 2,188.32 thousand MT mobilized. Asia 

remained in second place with 521.06 thousand MT, 

equivalent to 9.0%, South America continued in third 

with 403.69 thousand MT (7.0%) and Europe 

remained in fourth place with 3.7% of the cargo, 

while the Caribbean region had 156.06 thousand MT 

or 2.7%, Central America only had 0.0.6%, as did all 

the other regions together (Africa, Oceania and the 

Middle East) which totaled 0.6% of the cargo for ports 

in El Salvador. 

83.9% of the origin of cargo in the ports of Acajutla 

and Corsain came from the following countries: 

United States with 1,427.64 thousand MT 

representing 48.28% of offloading, followed in this order by Brazil with 208.20 thousand MT (7.04%), 

China with 162.21 thousand MT (5.49%), Belgium with 114.22 thousand MT (3.86%), Mexico with 103.85 

thousand MT (3.51%), Japan with 94.97 thousand MT (3.21%), Korea with 72.98 (2.47%), Taiwan with 

70.20 thousand MT (2.37%), Russia with 54.32 thousand MT (1.84%), Curacao with 49.07 thousand MT 

(1.66%), Trinidad & Tobago with 46.64 thousand MT (1.58%), Argentina with 44.47 thousand MT (1.50%) 

and Chile with 31.82 thousand MT (1.08%). 

In terms of destination, it was the same as in past years. In first place, the United States with 597.27 

thousand MT, representing 52.91%, Chile with 75.31 thousand MT, equivalent to 6.67%, Korea with 49.96 

thousand MT (4.43%), Canada with 24.51 thousand MT (2.17%), Dominican Republic with 19.01 

thousand MT (1.68%), Taiwan with 17.31 thousand MT (1.53%), Panama with 16.32 thousand MT 

(1.45%) and the Virgin Islands with 12.60 thousand MT (1.12%). 

Honduras 

The most important region for Honduran ports in 2012 was South America, mobilizing 8,206 thousand MT, 

representing 62.86% of the cargo, of which 65.27% was offloaded and 34.73% loaded. Second place 

went to Asia with 1,935.45 thousand MT that represented 14.82%, most of it shipped (84.04%). North 

America was in third place with 1,070.95 thousand MT or 8.20%, 71.75% of which was offloaded. 

Following in fourth place was the set of Africa, Oceania and the Middle East that together accounted for 

1,021.21 thousand MT, equivalent al 7.82%, 44.25% offloaded and 55.75% loaded. Central America was 

in fifth place with 445.85 thousand MT that represented 3.42%, offloading 69.46%, while Europe and the 

Caribbean represented 0.20% and 0.14% of the cargo mobilized through the ports.  

The main countries of origin for cargo to the country were, in first place the United States, with 70.08% of 

the cargo offloaded, equivalent to 5,204.70 thousand MT and in second, Ecuador with 355.87 thousand 

MT, representing 4.79%, followed in order by Colombia with 190.25 thousand MT offloaded, equivalent 

thousand MT to 2.56%, Guatemala with 179.77 thousand MT, equivalent to 2.42%, China with 173.83 

thousand MT (2.34%), Russia with 146.46 thousand MT (1.97%), Dominican Republic with 118.58 

thousand MT, (1.60%), Mexico with 111.20 thousand MT, (1.50%), Panama with 103.75 thousand MT 
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(1.40%), Holland with 91.37 thousand MT (1.23%) and 

Brazil with 80.56 thousand MT, representing 1.08%, 

among others. 

In terms of loading or shipping, the main destinations 

were the United States with 2,751.82 thousand MT 

accounting for 48.88%, with China in second place with 

1,452.599 thousand MT, representing 25.80%, followed 

by Holland with 166.007 thousand MT (2.95%), 

Germany with 141.58 thousand MT, (2.51%), Belgium 

with 123.98 thousand MT (2.20%), Mexico with 89.74 

thousand MT (1.59%), Panama with 59.513 thousand 

MT (1.06%), Korea with 44.69 thousand MT (0.79%), 

the United Kingdom with 43.083 thousand MT, 

Guatemala with 40.843 thousand MT, India with 38.783 

thousand MT, Jamaica with 36.363 thousand MT, 

Taiwan with32.559 thousand MT, Spain with 31.95 

thousand MT, and the Dominican Republic with 30.505 

thousand MT.  

Nicaragua 

Nicaragua continued with maritime cargo trade very similar to previous years with North America in first 

place with 962.89 thousand MT, representing 26.37%, of 

which 66.88% was offloaded. In second place was the 

Caribbean region with 886.31 thousand MT, equivalent to 

24.27%, and standing out the fact that 100.00% was 

offloaded, South America remained in third place with 

720.18 thousand MT for 19.72% of all the cargo, 90.02% of 

it offloaded, followed by Asia with 518.83 thousand MT, 

representing 14.21%, with most of it offloaded (71.17%). 

Europe had 110.58 thousand MT, representing 3.03%, 

(88.05% offloaded) and Central America had 1.47%, all of it 

shipped.  

The countries of cargo origin to Nicaragua in 2012 were in 

order of importance the following: Curacao with 870.47 

thousand MT, representing 30.13%, Venezuela with 535.54 

thousand MT, representing 18.54%, United States with 

505.78 thousand MT, equivalent to 17.51%, China with 

168.70 thousand MT ( 5.84%), Japan with 145.68 thousand 

MT ( 5.04%), Mexico with 138.18 thousand MT (4.78%), Russia with 97.37 thousand MT (3.37%), Brazil 

with 70.98 thousand MT (2.46%), Korea with 54.83 thousand MT (1.90%), Argentina with 36.08 thousand 

MT (1.25%), Trinidad & Tobago with 18.88 thousand MT (0.65%), Ecuador with 5.71 thousand MT 

(0.20%), and Cuba with 2.66 thousand MT (0.09%). 

In terms of destination, in order of importance, the countries receiving cargo from Nicaragua were the 

United States with 244.075 thousand MT (31.77%), China with 81.547 thousand MT(10.62%), Korea with 

68.043 thousand MT (8.86%), Venezuela with 66.208 thousand MT (8.62%), El Salvador with 53.683 
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thousand MT (6.99%), Mexico with 39.127 thousand MT (5.09%), Canada with 35.704 thousand MT 

(4.65%), Holland with 13.212 thousand MT (1.72%) and  

Costa Rica 

Maritime commerce from Costa Rican ports to the regions of the world continued without variation in 

2012. North America remained in first place with a similar percentage of total cargo to last year (43.37%), 

mobilizing 6,371.9 thousand MT, most of it offloaded (65.79%). The countries of Central America 

continued in second place, absorbing 21.84% which corresponds to 3,208.99 thousand MT, (62.66% 

shipped). Europe, in third place, dropped 3.8% from last year with cargo movement this year of 1,330.59 

thousand MT, equivalent to 9.06%, (84.71% loaded). Likewise, South America and Asia continued in the 

same order in the ranking with percentages very similar to last year in terms of distribution: South America 

with 6.59% of the cargo (68.94% offloaded) and Asia with 4.30%, most of it offloaded (68.94%). The 

Caribbean dropped a bit (0.21%) and most of the cargo was shipped (99.81%). 

In terms of cargo origin, the United States was in first place with 3,749.86 thousand MT, equivalent to 

48.09%. The countries of the isthmus took second place with 1,177.67 thousand MT, equivalent to 

15.10%, followed by Mexico with 298.63 thousand MT, equivalent to 3.83%, Colombia with 265.06 

thousand MT, equivalent to 3.40%, China with 205.93 thousand MT, equivalent to 2.64%, Canada 143.76 

thousand MT, equivalent to 1.84%, Brazil with 141.55 thousand MT, equivalent to 1.82%, Japan with 

133.76 thousand MT, equivalent to 1.72%, Argentina with 94.80 thousand MT, equivalent to 1.22%, Chile 

with 89.58 thousand MT, equivalent to 1.15%, and Ireland with 84.96 thousand MT, equivalent to 1.09%. 

All these together make up  

At the top of the list for destinations is the United 

States with 2,163.86 thousand MT, equivalent to 

33.45%, followed by the Central American region 

with 36.6%, mainly Panama with 1,669.48 

thousand MT, equivalent to 25.80%. Then there 

was Belgium with 314.16 thousand MT, equivalent 

to 4.86%, Colombia with 285.984 thousand MT, 

equivalent to 4.42%, Ireland with 264.472 

thousand MT, equivalent to 4.09%, Italy with 

209.74 thousand MT, equivalent to 3.24%, Holland 

with 207.79 thousand MT, equivalent to 3.21%, 

Guatemala with 197.662 thousand MT, equivalent 

to 3.06%, Germany with 127.96 thousand MT, 

equivalent to 1.98% India with 58.30 thousand MT, 

equivalent to 0.90%, Korea with 52.68 thousand 

MT, equivalent to 0.81%, Taiwan with 47.88 

thousand MT, equivalent to 0.74%, Dominican 

Republic with 30.87 thousand MT, equivalent to 

0.48%, Ecuador with 27.12 thousand MT ,equivalent to 0.42% and China 27.09 thousand MT, equivalent 

to 0.42%. 
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Panama 

In 2012, the main regions for trade with Panama were North America in first place with cargo movement of 

10,451.95 thousand MT representing 30.58%. The United States was the main trading partner with 

8,140.76 thousand MT and in second place was South America with 10,158.29 thousand MT (29.72%), 

including Colombia with 7,884.61 thousand MT. Africa was in third place with 8.94%, equivalent to 

3,054.25 thousand MT (Angola with 500.712 thousand MT). Fourth place went to Asia with 1,941.05 

thousand MT because of commerce with China, Korea, Japan and India. Central America was in fifth 

place with 1,304.91 thousand MT, and El Salvador and Guatemala contributed most to this trade (475.18 

and 311.27 thousand MT, respectively). Then followed the region of the Caribbean with 1,194.77 

thousand MT, mainly the Dutch Antilles with 305.39 thousand MT, the Dominican Republic with 300.03 

thousand MT, and Puerto Rico, among others, with 183.19 thousand MT.  Europe saw movement of 

776.22 thousand MT, with Spain with 203.31 thousand MT and Holland with 90.07 thousand MT standing 

out. 

Regarding the origin of the cargo, South America 

came in first place with 39.59% of the shipments, 

corresponding to 9,206.38 thousand MT. The 

main countries of origin were Colombia with 

7,632.35 thousand MT, Ecuador with 671.86 

thousand MT and Brazil with 458.84 thousand 

MT. Second place went to North America with 

15.76%, equivalent to 3,664.57 thousand MT, the 

United States generating 3,383.16 thousand MT 

and Mexico 281.41 thousand MT. Africa was in 

third place with 2,919.29 thousand MT, equivalent 

to 12.55% of the shipments and the Caribbean 

region absorbed 4.06%, equivalent to 944.07 

thousand MT, with the main island for cargo origin 

being the Dutch Antilles with 297.24 thousand 

MT, the Dominican Republic with 227.52 

thousand MT and Puerto Rico with 166.02 

thousand MT. Central America was in fifth place 

with 655.18 thousand MT, 2.82% of this with 

Guatemala and Costa Rica as the main countries of origin. Europe represented 2.34% with 543.81 

thousand MT with Spain, Italy, Belgium, France and Portugal as the main countries of origin.  

In relation to cargo destination, North America absorbed 62.13% of the shipments, or 6,787.38 thousand 

MT, with the United States as the main recipient with 8,140.76 thousand MT. Asia came in second with 

11.55%, equivalent to 1,261.761 thousand MT, with China, India, Korea and Hong Kong receiving the 

most, followed by South America representing 8.71%, equivalent to 951.91 thousand MT, the main 

recipients there being Venezuela with 386.56 thousand MT, Colombia with 252.26 thousand MT, Ecuador 

with 136.47 thousand MT and Peru with 133.36 thousand MT. 

Central America accounted for 5.95% of the cargo sent with 649.73 thousand MT, El Salvador and 

Guatemala receiving the greatest volumes (397.13 and 128.73 thousand MT, respectively). The 

Caribbean had 2.29%, equivalent to 250.70 thousand MT, and the main recipients there were the 

Dominican Republic, Trinidad & Tobago, Cuba, Jamaica and Haiti. Europe represented 2.05%, equivalent 
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to 223.50 thousand MT, and the countries there that received cargo were Holland, the United Kingdom, 

Germany, Spain, Italy and Turkey. 

2. Vessels attended 

In 2012, 4.36% fewer vessels arrived for a total of 17,917. The most important reductions were in 

Honduras and Nicaragua with 15.76% and 11.37% fewer, respectively. Guatemala had 4.66% fewer, 

Panama 2.26% and Costa Rica 1.51% fewer, while El Salvador had 2.48% more than in 2011. The 

Caribbean seaboard saw 897 fewer vessels and there were 47 fewer dropping anchor on the Pacific side. 

The average cargo per vessel reached 7,276 Tm /vessel. El Salvador and Panama regularly stood out 

with the highest averages of cargo per vessel in the region (7.8. and 9.4 thousand MT /vessel, 

respectively) and Costa Rica had a lower average with 4.4 thousand MT /vessel. The main type of vessel 

continues to be container ships, with 10,768 of them arriving in 2012. This, however, was a 4.40% drop in 

traffic, equivalent to 496 fewer vessels of this kind. On the Caribbean seaboard, this segment represented 

71.38% of the total. 

The ports with the greatest increase in vessel traffic were in order of importance the Colon Container 

Terminal with an increase of 36.69%, (212 more container ships and 9 more conventional vessels), 

followed by La Unión that went from 14 container ships 2011 to 48 in 2012, Puerto Barrios saw 39 vessels 

more arrive, among container ships and barges, and Charco Azul received 38 more. 

The drop in the number of vessels arriving in 2012 was felt in Panama, specifically at PPB (218 fewer), 

PPC (201 fewer), Manzanillo (69 fewer), and Colón 2000 (70 fewer). In Costa Rica Limón Moín saw 270 

fewer vessels and Caldera had 60 fewer. All of Nicaraguaôs ports saw fewer vessels, 73 less than the year 

before. In Honduras, Puerto Cortes attended to 98 fewer vessels and in Guatemala, Santo Tomas de 

Castilla had 100 fewer and Quetzal 42. 

In 2012, the transit of conventional vessels represented 6.66%, a small increase of 19.78% over the 

previous year. Reefer ships represented 6.65%, a decrease of 17.08%. Container ships represented 

60.09%, a decrease of 4.40%. Ro-Ro vessels maintained the similar share as the year before with 4.51%, 

0.86% less. Bulk solids represented 4.39% of the total and their share continued to grow as it had last 

year with 7.21% more. 

Bulk liquids represented 4.33%, an increase of 5.15%. Petroleum tankers represented 4.65%, a drop of 

18.68%. Gas tankers represented 1.39%, an increase of 61.29%. Barges represented 1.48%, a decrease 

of 29.71% and cruise liners went from 5.06% in 2011 to 3.24% in 2012.  






































































